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Letter: Diversity not on the curriculum at faith-based schools

The funding of faith-based schools is the biggés¢,(only) issue for the upcoming
Ontario election, with politicians on both sidegng to spin the issue in their favour. In
tomorrow's Post, we hear from a university stuadem went to a such a school. As he
relates in this letter, they are not the hotbedslieersity and inclusiveness that John
Tory say they will be.

-- Paul Russdll, NP |etters editor

John Tory’s plan to publicly fund faitlased schools in Ontario is attracting a lot
of attention. The provincial Conservative leadsssstis a question of fairness, while
calling for a “more effective integration of Ont@as increasingly diverse student
population into the mainstream of our province.”

What puzzles me as a university student, and fuaaeher, is how separating students
by religious beliefs will integrate them into theamstream. As a student who formerly
attended a faith-based religious school, | can atrgoarantee you this won't be the case.
| can recall a session from my Gradglfe class where we had a debate
focusing on homosexuality. One group had to argaehomosexuality was “right” and
the other that it was “wrong.” The “right” side le&r even bothered to make a
presentation, knowing the futility of it all, anthss was dismissed. Walking back to my
locker | heard some of my peers proudly claimingedhomophobic. Our class agreed;
homosexuality was wrong, and the next logical casioin was to be afraid of it.

The seriousness of this incident ditlotzur to me until | transferred to the
public system for Grade 11. A teacher there threstéo suspend a student for
derogatorily calling another student “gay,” unléssrecognized that such actions are no
longer tolerable.

Whether intentionally or unintentioryallaith-based schools breed a community
of homogenous beliefs, values and ideals. Thisldndwe surprising to anyone. In
faith-based schools, students are taught thattecgar religion is fact, not belief. It is
part of the curriculum to dismiss all other religgy systems of belief and values as false,
untrue and meaningless, unless they line up exadthythat religion. How can we
expect students to develop the ability to challesugghority systems, develop critical
thinking and explore new ideas when they are imglshthat claim to have all the
answers?

John Tory’s plan isn’t going to bringyane into the mainstream. It's going to
isolate students from other belief systems andegltihat’'s not moving Ontario forward
and that’s certainly not helping students.

James Shugart, Trent University, Peterborough, Ont.



