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Ontario’s schools are among the most diverse, tolerant and respectful of any schools in the world. Our public schools bring
children together, regardless of wealth, status, race, religion, and ethnicity. Our public schools bring communities together.

In the Ontario election, a proposal has been put forward to publicly fund faith-based schools. The Canadian Civil Liberties
Association (CCLA) and the undersigned call upon all political parties to reject the proposal to fund religious schools,
and to work to strengthen our public education system and to ensure that it continues to reflect the diversity of our

communities.

Public funding of religious schools will drain resources from the public system and promote private schools at the expense
of public schools. It will fragment and divide our system along religious lines. The sheer costs of funding many religious
schools would likely reduce the quality of the entire educational system.

If the funding proposal goes ahead, public schools could lose significant numbers of students to religious schools. If this were
to happen, the public schools could no longer hope to perform their role in bringing people together. In time, our community
could become a much less tolerant place.

Our public education system strives to acknowledge, accommodate and celebrate the diversity of faiths in our multicultural
society. Our public schools have shown flexibility and creativity in responding to the changing face of our communities,
while playing a vital role in integrating many cultures.

We call on political parties and candidates to affirm their commitment to building a strong public education system, and
to reject the proposal to fund private religious schools. Together, let’s continue to build a public education system that is
responsive to the needs of all faiths, cultures and communities, and makes Ontario an example of social tolerance and

harmony.

The following individuals, all Ontario residents, have endorsed this statement on their own behalf. They do not speak
for their affiliated organizations, which are listed for identification purposes only.

Frank Addario, criminal lawyer;
Greg Albo, Professor, York
University;

W. Alfred Apps;

Bromley Armstrong, President
Emeritus, National Council

of Jamaicans;

Irene Atkinson, Trustee and former
Chair, Toronto District School Board;
Sahar Badawy, President of
Flemingdon Park Parent Assn.;
Michael Bliss, Professor Emeritus,
University of Toronto;

A. Alan Borovoy, General Counsel,
Canadian Civil Liberties Assn.;

Ed Broadbent, founding President,
Rights and Democracy;

Jamie Cameron, Professor and
Editor in Chief, Osgoode Hall Law
Journal;

Paul Cavaluzzo, Counsel, Arar
Inquiry;

Michael Cochrane, author;

Dr. Debby Copes;

David Cronenberg, filmmaker;
Bruce Davis, Trustee, Toronto
District School Board;

Michael DePencier, publisher;
Peter Desbarats, journalist;

Colin Dungey, former Acting
Director, North York Board of Ed.;
Sydney Goldenberg, former
Counsel, Ontario Human Rights
Commission;

Katherine Govier, former President,
PEN Canada;

Edward L. Greenspan, Q.C.,
criminal lawyer;

Louis Greenspan, Professor of
Religious Studies, McMaster
University;

Farzana Hassan, President, Muslim
Canadian Congress;

Shirley Heafey, former Chair,
RCMP Public Complaints
Commission;

Patricia Jackson, former Counsel,
Arbour Commission on the
Penitentiary for Women;

Doug Joliffe, President, OSSTF
District 12;

Joy Kogawa, author of award-
winning novel on Japanese-Canadian
internment;

Saul Laskin, former mayor, City of
Thunder Bay;

Ira Levine, former Dean, Faculty of
Communication and Design,
Ryerson University;

Cyril Levitt, co-author, "The Riot at
Christie Pits";

Andrew Lokan, constitutional
lawyer;

Martin Long, President, Elementary
Teachers of Toronto;

Michael Marrus, historian of the
Holocaust, University of Toronto;
Noa Mendelsohn Aviv, Free Speech
Director, Canadian Civil Liberties
Association;

James Morton, Immediate Past
President, Ontario Bar Association;
Delia Opekokew, lawyer for
aboriginal causes;

Howard Pawley, former Premier
of Manitoba;

‘Walter Pitman, former President,
Ryerson University;

Bruce Rosebrugh, President, First
Nareyever Congregation;

Clayton Ruby, constitutional lawyer;

Paul Schabas;

Marvin Schiff, former Director,
Nova Scotia Human Rights
Commission;

Elaine Slater, former U.S. civil
rights activist;

Janice Gross Stein, Professor,
Department of Political Science,
University of Toronto ;

Hesh Troper, co-author, "None Is
Too Many'";

Jennifer Waterston, School Trustee,
City of Guelph;

John Weatherup, President, CUPE
Local 4400;

John Willis, Strategic
Communications

Lois Wilson, former President,
World Council of Churches;

Dr. Joseph Wong, founding
President, Chinese-Canadian
National Council.

NOTE: Parts of this statement are derived from a current brief to the Government of Ontario by the Canadian Civil Liberties Association.

For more information visit www.ccla.org



